LETTER   OF   QUEEN   ANNE
Duke  of Lorraine,   addressing  him   as   "Mon Frlre"   and    1714 asking him to remove to a greater distance " the person who Pub. Rec pretends to a right to my crown."    The Queen thinks she France, would fail in the regard Providence allows her to have for her No-346 own safety, and in the vigilant care she must exercise for the quiet of her good subjects, if she did not urgently pray the Duke to put an end to this cause of jealousy by removing "to a greater distance from my kingdoms the person who openly declares he has a right to them ; so that ... he may have fewer communications with evil-disposed persons."
The letter ends with assurances of esteem, and that the writer can " expect nothing less than your acquiescence in so reasonable a demand. ... If you refuse, I shall consider such a determination as incompatible with the friendship which has hitherto subsisted between us. . . ."
Queen Anne's conduct at this time was as that of a sick woman, terrified at the thought of approaching death, nervously repelling every sign which could remind her of it, and trying to delude herself into the belief that she had many years of life and reign before her. Grown so corpulent and unwieldy that, as Mary Beatrice told the Chaillot nuns, she had to be hoisted into her chariot with the aid of machinery, and was obliged to apologise to the Due d'Aumont, the newly appointed French Ambassador, for her inability to rise from her chair to receive him, oppressed with many infirmities, the nearness of the end was apparent to everyone except herself. She was as unwilling to admit the presence of her parliamentary heir, as she was eager to drive her natural heir further and further from her, and a few weeks after the above letter was written the Electress Sophia was found sitting dead in her chair in the garden of Herrenhausen, with a letter from Queen Anne in her hand, which was supposed to have brought on a seizure of apoplexy, and which contained the Queen's peremptory, almost threatening refusal to consent to the suggestion that it might be well for Prince George to go to England to be formally accepted as her future successor.
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